
AP Human Geography Syllabus 

 

 

Instructor: Shawn Watkins-Yates 

Location: 04-327 

Email: shawn.watkins-yates@yourcharlotteschools.net 

 

I. Course Description 
The purpose of the AP course in Human Geography is to introduce students to the 
systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, 
and alteration of Earth's surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis 
to examine human social organization and its environmental consequences. They also learn 
about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice. 
 
The particular topics studied in an AP Human Geography course should be judged in light of 
the following five college-level goals that build on the National Geography Standards 
developed in 1994 and revised in 2012. On successful completion of the course, the student 
should be able to: 
 
1.     Interpret maps and analyze geospatial data. 
Geography is concerned with the ways in which patterns on Earth’s surface reflect and 
influence physical and human processes. As such, maps and geographic information systems 
(GIS) are fundamental to the discipline, and learning to use and think about them is critical 
to geographical literacy. The goal is achieved when students learn to use maps and 
geospatial data to pose and solve problems, and when they learn to think critically about 
what is revealed and what is hidden in different maps and GIS applications. 
 
2.     Understand and explain the implications of associations and networks among 
phenomena in places. 
Geography looks at the world from a spatial perspective, seeking to understand the 
changing spatial organization and material character of Earth’s surface. One of the critical 
advantages of a spatial perspective is the attention it focuses on how phenomena are 
related to one another in particular places. Students should thus learn not just to recognize 
and interpret patterns but to assess the nature and significance of the relationships among 
phenomena that occur in the same place, and to understand how cultural values, political 
regulations, and economic constraints work together to create particular landscapes. 
 
3.     Recognize and interpret the relationships among patterns and processes at different 
scales of analysis.  
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Geographical analysis requires a sensitivity to scale, not just as a spatial category but as a 
framework for understanding how events and processes at different scales influence one 
another. Thus, students should understand that the phenomena they are studying at one 
scale (e.g., local) may well be influenced by processes and developments at other scales 
(e.g., global, regional, national, state or provincial). They should then look at processes 
operating at multiple scales when seeking explanations of geographic patterns and 
arrangements. 
 
4.     Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process.  
Geography is concerned not simply with describing patterns but with analyzing how they 
came about and what they mean. Students should see regions as objects of analysis and 
exploration and move beyond simply locating and describing regions to considering how and 
why they come into being and what they reveal about the changing character of the world 
in which we live. 
 
5.     Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places. 
At the heart of a geographical perspective is a concern with the ways in which events and 
processes operating in one place can influence those operating at other places. Thus, 
students should view places and patterns not in isolation but in terms of their spatial and 
functional relationship with other places and patterns. Moreover, they should strive to be 
aware that those relationships are constantly changing, and they should understand how 
and why change occurs. 
 
From the College Board Course Description 

 

II. Required Materials 

A. Textbooks 

1) Rubenstein, James M. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human 

Geography, AP Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ. Pearson, 2015. 

2) Linsley, Ann. Pearson Education Test Prep Series for AP Human Geography. 

Boston. Pearson, 2017.  

B. Supplemental Materials 

1) Newspaper Articles – Supplied by Instructor from The New York Times, The 

Wall Street Journal and the Washington Post. 

2) News magazines – Supplied by instructor such as U.S. News, Time Magazine, 

Newsweek, The Economist and others. 

3) Various scholarly journal articles in the fields of history, political science and 

geography. 

4) A wide variety of videos and video clips. 

C. Student-supplied Materials 

1) One 5-subject spiral bound notebook and one 1-subject notebook. 

2) Pens and Pencils 

3) 3x5 Index cards for study purposes 

4) Post-It notes for tabbing textbooks 



5) Highlighters (variety of colors) 

6) Colored pencils (wide variety of colors) 

7) (Optional) Small Notebook to keep a quote journal 

NOTE: All students in this course MUST take the AP Human Geography exam, which is 

scheduled for May 5, 2020, and is an afternoon exam! 

 

III. Instructor Availability and Response Times 

Please feel free to ask any content related questions during class time. For all other 

inquiries or questions regarding assignments or other things please either wait till 

instruction has stopped, or after class.  

You may also contact me by email which is listed above on this syllabus. Do note 

that I do not check my email at home or on the weekends, so if you are emailing me 

do not expect an immediate response. I will answer emails either before school, 

6:30am until 7:00am or after school, 2:10pm until 4:30pm Monday through Friday. 

Unless I have spoken with you personally and approved it, I will not accept any 

assignment turned in via email. All written assignments must be turned in during 

class time. 

 

Because we have had a rough first semester this year, I will be volunteering my time 

for after school study sessions. Any student can feel free to come to my classroom 

after school from 2:10pm until 4:30pm Monday through Thursday to receive extra 

one-on-one help from myself. In the event that a faculty meeting or other 

commitment occurs I will tell the students during class ahead of time that the study 

session will be cancelled or postponed and for what dates and times. I will not be re-

teaching the lecture to students at this time. This time should be used like a study 

hall but geared specifically for AP Human Geography. I will make the lecture slides 

available for students to view, but not my personal lecture notes. 

 

IV. Grading 

1. Grading Scale 

A. LBHS: A = 100 – 90, B = 89 – 80, C = 79 – 70, D = 69 – 60, Below 60 = F 

AP: A = 5, B = 4, C = 3, D = 2, F = 1 
B. General Grade Definitions 

A = Strong scholarship, work significantly exceeds the requirements of the 

instructor, and demonstrates independent thought and resourcefulness. 

Work is neat, organized, and free from spelling errors and on time. Work 

shows significant increase development of the student, and the work, if 

shared, enhances the group’s learning.  

ABOVE and BEYOND AVERAGE 



B = Accurate and complete scholarship that goes beyond the requirements of 

the instructor and demonstrates above-average achievement. Work is neat, 

organized, and free from spelling errors and on time. Work shows some 

increased development of the student, and the work, if shared, is beneficial 

to the group’s learning.  

BEYOND AVERAGE 

C = Scholarship meets the minimum requirements of the instructor and 

demonstrates little independent thought or may simply parrot the text. Work 

is neat but may not be well organized and may contain spelling errors and 

may possibly be late. Work shows little increased development of the 

student, if any. The work, if shared, is marginally beneficial to the group’s 

learning.  

AVERAGE 

D = Scholarship does not meet the requirements of the instructor and 

demonstrates no independent thought and may be copied from another 

source or paraphrased. Work may or may not be neatly done and well 

organized. The work may contain spelling errors and may be late. Work 

shows no evidence of increasing the development of the student. The work, if 

shared, has little, or no, benefit for the group’s learning.  

BELOW AVERAGE 

F = Scholarship does not meet the minimum requirements of the instructor 

or the assignment. The work shows no evidence of independent thought, was 

copied from another source, or was paraphrased. The work may be late, or 

not turned in at all. If turned in, the work may not be neat, may contain 

spelling errors, and may be incomplete. If shared, the work is not beneficial 

to the group’s learning.  

SIGNIFICANTLY BELOW AVERAGE 

2. Grade Weights 

Grades in this course will be based on the standards/objectives set out in the 

AP Course and Exam Description created by the College Board. These 

standards/objectives are what the students are required to know and be able to 

do on their AP Examination in May of 2020. 

 

Grades will be weighted in the grade book as follows:  

1. Unit tests = 50% of the quarter grade 

2. Basic knowledge and basic skills work = 10% of the quarter grade 

3. Content quizzes = 15% of the quarter grade 

4. Writing (FRQs) = 25% of the quarter grade 

 

Semester exams:  

1. December: A comprehensive exam Covering the first Three Units in the 
Textbook in AP format.  

2. May: The semester exam will be the AP Mock Exam that all students are 
required to take as part of the course.   



NOTE:  

1. Students WILL have some type of assignment for this class each day, 
Monday - Friday and non-class days. It may be working on their notebook, 
doing assigned reading, reviewing for a test, or it may be a more formal 
assignment. Generally, university classes demand two to three hours of 
work outside class for each hour spent in the classroom. You should 
expect that your work is going to take about forty-five minutes each 
day. 

2. Late work is not acceptable and will result in severe consequences. The 

only way that a student may receive credit for late work is through an 
excused absence/tardy from school. Please see the 2019-2020 CCPS Code of 
Student Conduct for specifics. 

Extra Credit –  
I do not give extra credit in the sense that extra work will raise or lower your final 
percentage grade in the class. I will at times however allow students to earn what I call 
“Floating Points (FP)”. The students can accrue and save FP throughout the year and use 
these points to replace questions missed on homework assignments, quizzes and even 
exams. There will be a list posted in the back of the classroom according to student 
number that will show all of the FP totals students have earned. Also, this list will show 
all deductions from the students FP Bank they have made.  
 
When used on a homework assignment or quiz, each FP will equal 1 point. 
 
When used on a Unit Exam, each FP will equal ½ point. 
 
When used on the December Midterm Exam, each FP will equal ¼ point. 
 
FP may not be used on the Final Exam in May. 
 
In order to use their FP, a student must fill out the FP Deduction form, located at the 
back of the classroom, and submit it to the teacher personally. You have 2 class periods 
after the assignments grade is posted to apply FP to it. After two class periods the grade 
is final as it appears in the grade book. 
  

V. Classroom Conduct 
Students are expected to come to class on time, with all necessary materials, and 

prepared to work. “On time” means that all students are in their seats and ready to 

begin the day’s work when the bell rings. As a standard rule, students are not 

allowed to leave the classroom during class without a hall pass, and the hall pass is 

only for emergencies. I expect you to use the toilet facilities, run errands and to see 

your boyfriend/girlfriend between classes, on your time. 

A. Class Rules 

- RESPECT. This is the most important rule. When someone is in front of you 

speaking you will respect their presence and be silent while they are 

speaking. Rudeness, foul language or foul gestures are never tolerated. Be 

respectful to each other at all times. If you continuously disrupt the class, 

you will be sent for discipline with a referral. 



- NO Cell Phones or technology in class unless explicitly allowed by the 

instructor. This includes headphones and all other Bluetooth devices! 

Remove your earbuds and Airpods before the class begins! You get one 

warning. The second time I ask you to put your tech away you will be sent 

for discipline with a referral.  

- NO FOOD! You may bring with you a drink during class, but eating is not 

allowed. Finish your snack before the final bell rings or after you leave the 

classroom. 

- It is not necessary to interrupt the class to ask to go to the restroom. The 

answer is yes. You MUST however sign out and take the hall pass with you. 

If someone is already in the restroom you have to wait for them to return. Do 

not cause a distraction or interrupt the lesson, wait for an appropriate time 

to leave the room. Also, you must follow the 20/10 rule put into place by Mr. 

Bedford. 

 
VI. Assignments and Tests 

1. Assignments 
a. You should be using a planner for this course. Staying organized is a must 

while taking college credit courses. 
b. Written work is due at the beginning of class. Do not plan to finish your 

work during the lecture or later in the school day. LATE WORK IS NOT 
ACCEPTED UNLESS YOU HAVE AN EXCUSED ABSENCE! 

c. Written assignments should be completed on loose leaf 8.5x11 college 
ruled paper. Please write in blue or black ink. Your writing must be legible. I 
cannot grade your work if I cannot read it! Please use proper MLA 
formatting for your papers and include proper citations. If you do not cite 
your sources, then you are plagiarizing someone else’s work! 

d. I will not typically accept any assignments via email, however there are 
some exceptions. You must get approval from me first before you submit 
an assignment via email. 

2. Quizzes, Exams and Midterms/Finals 
a. Quizzes on the reading will not be announced, so plan your studying 

accordingly. A quiz will always follow the lectures that you should be taking 
notes on. You must read in order to expect to do well on the quizzes! 

b. Please use blue or black ink on all quizzes and exams that are not scantron. If 
a scantron test has a written element I will tell you before you begin to have 
notebook paper and a pen ready for the written portion. 

c. Make up tests will only be given if the student has an excused absence. You 
must set up a time with me to come in and make up the test or quiz that you 
have missed. I will make myself available for anyone with an excused 
absence, but you must make the effort to make up the work in a reasonable 
amount of time. Do not expect to be able to make up a quiz or test from the 
beginning of the semester two weeks before the end of the period.  
 
 
 



VII. Semester 1 Lesson Plan 
I have been working closely with both Charlotte County School Board and the 
College Board to try and tweak the curriculum to get back on track with the lessons. 
I know it has been a rough semester so far. I cannot promise that it will get easier, 
but I will promise that I will help you in any way that I can. 
 
November 18 – 26 
 Review Units 1 & 2 

This will be fast. Be prepared to briefly touch the points covered in the 
book. If you have not done so, make sure you read Unit 1, or re-read it, to 
make sure you are familiar with the information. 

 November 26 
  Unit Test for combined Units 1 & 2 
 December 2 – 19 
  Unit 3 

This will be a little accelerated but a much slower pace than Units 1 and 
2. We must finish Unit 3 before the Winter Break so that we can start 
Unit 4 as soon as we return in January. 

 December 18 
  Midterm Exam – Covering Units 1 through 3 
 December 19 
  Midterm Map Exam – The Americas, Caribbean, and 50 U.S. States 
 
I will have next Semesters Syllabus ready on the first day of class when we return in January. If 
you have any questions, please see me directly or email me.   


